Downtown
Neighbor

DNN Advisory

Celeste McDonald e Daniel Drent  Eddie Tadlock ¢ Emma Suarez Pawlicki © Hal Froot e Jim Talen e Kathy Steindler
Kelli Jo Peltier o Latesha Lipscomb e Mark Tangen e Paul Skentzos e Teresa Haggerty

We will be walking and rating stakeholder perceptions of cleaning, beautification and maintenance along streets
in the neighborhood. Please wear comfortable shoes and sun protection!

Streetscape Assessment: Meet at Rosa Parks Circle. Melvin Eledge
Approve minutes from June meeting

Public Comment

i A

Adjourn: Stay for lunch at Relax @ Rosa! Kendsie Channing

Our next meeting will be held in-person on September 1, 2022, at 11:30 AM.

The DNN exists to foster a community of downtown neighbors that are connected, informed

and empowered to improve downtown living. w

DOWNTOWN



DNN Unapproved Minutes
July 07,2022
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Downtown
Neighbor

Downtown Neighbor Network Advisory

July 07, 2022

1. Call to order: Mrs. Kendsie Channing called the meeting to order at 11:34 am

DNN Members Present: Kelli Jo Peltier, Eddie Tadlock, Jim Talen, Celeste McDonald,
Daniel Drent, Hal Froot, Teresa Haggerty, Kathy Steindler, Paul Skentzos, Emma Suarez, and
Mark Tangen

DNN Members Absent: Latesha Lipscomb

Others Present: Amy Skentzos, Devon Hassen (guests), Kendsie Channing, Mandy McDaniel
(DGRI Staff).

2. Introductions

3. Community Listening Session for Heartside/Downtown Quality of Life - Group Activity

Members shared their personal experience and ideas for improving the Quiality of Life for all
neighbors. At the end, members were asked to share their top 3 concerns. Based on the

answers received, the following were the top 3 concerns among the group:

1. Policing: visibility, foot patrol, focus on drug dealing crime reduction Downtown.

2. Addressing Homelessness: more housing, meeting service needs of homeless
community, next steps for HOT, communicating about what is being done.

3. Lighting: increase and improve upkeep of lighting, assure all areas of Downtown are
lit.

4. Public Comment

None.

Adjournment: 1:01 pm

Minutes taken by:
Mandy McDaniel, Administrative Manager
Downtown Grand Rapids Inc.
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more permanent housing

public showers to promote dignity in Heartside area
services for people living/camping out in parks
better homeless outreach

be honest about homeless issue and how it impacts resident experience

affordable housing

camping on Monroe Center
what has HOT accomplished? What is next for HOT?

GRPD go after drug dealers

crime reduction/police presence

add foot patrol teams to GRPD

More GRPD foot patrols, more GRPD visibility
Police foot patrol

police enforcement of existing noise ordinances
safety

drug dealing

noise violations

make it safer for residents and visitors

improve experience getting to downtown market
Drug Dealing on Division Ave

Determine characteristics of low crime vs. high crime areas to address

1. Policing: visibility, foot patrol, focus on drug
dealing crime reduction Downtown.

2. Addressing Homelessness: more housing,
meeting service needs of homeless community,
next steps for HOT, communicating about what is
being done.

Art - decentralize promotion of art in many forms

vacancy of buildings
manditory art in vacant buildings
vacant property

3. Lighting: increase and improve upkeep of
lighting, assure all areas of Downtown are lit.

public transportation

neighbor activities: meals, events, volunteer projects

pedestrian safety - feeling safe walking around

safety - lighting, policing

lighting

trim trees at base of canopy
beautification/upkeep, repair

Good lighting for all streets Downtown
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